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Course Description and Rationale 
 
W R T  105 is an introduction to academic w riting that focuses on the practices of analy sis and argument, practices that carry  
across disciplinary  lines and into professional and civ ic w riting. T hese interdependent practices of critical inquiry  are 
fundamental to the w ork y ou w ill do at Sy racuse U niversity  and later in y our careers and civ ic engagements. 
 
C ritical inquiry  is not a staid and dull endeavor. It takes imagination to understand more fully  the things that surround  us. 
T his “imagination” is not the imagination of W alt D isney , or the imagination needed to create the w orld of H arry  Potter; it 
is the ability  to acknow ledge and make meaning out of difference, to grasp the complexity  of issues and experiences, and to 
avoid the impulse to reject the unfamiliar. W e develop such an imagination by  being w illing to look closely  and critically  at 
the w orld around us, and to ask questions of w hat w e see, experience, and assume.   
 
A naly sis, as R osenw asser and Stephen claim in W riting A nalytically 5th edition, “is a form of detective w ork that ty pically  
pursues something puzzling, something y ou are seeking to understand rather than something y ou are already  sure y ou have 
the answ ers to.  A naly sis finds questions w here there seem not to be any , and it makes connections that might not have been 
evident at first” (4). Y ou analy ze w hen y ou think carefully  enough to recommend a course to a friend, or explore w hy  a 
particular college sports team is so dominant, or decide w ho y ou w ill vote for in the local election, or come to understand 
better the geopolitical situation produced by  the U S presence in Iraq and A fghanistan.  
 
A rgument involves analy sis – and moves into making claims to a specific audience about how  the w orld is or should be. 
A rgument here goes bey ond pro/ con debates on abortion or gun control and extends into situated social practices such as 
w hen y ou are w orking together as a sorority  to plan the next event, or persuading y our parents that body  piercing makes 
social statements, or taking a stand in an education class on the value of anti-racist pedagogy , or making the case that “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” is a suitable policy  for the U S military . E v idence for y our arguments comes from analy sis, from discussion 
w ith others, from y our personal experience, and from research in the library  and on the w eb.  
 
Course Goals for WRT 105 
 

• Students w ill compose a variety  of texts as a process (inventing, drafting, rev ising, editing) that takes place over time, that 
requires thinking and rethinking ideas, and that addresses diverse audiences and rhetorical contexts.  

• Students w ill develop a w orking know ledge of strategies and genres of critical analy sis and argument.  

• Students w ill learn critical techniques of reading through engagement w ith texts that raise issues of diversity  and 
community  and encourage students to make connections across difference.  

• Students w ill include critical research in their composing processes.  

 
 
Work of the Course  
 

Y ou w ill devote time, thought, and energy  to a variety  of informal and formal reading and w riting practices. D uring the 
course y ou might be asked to annotate readings, keep a record of ideas and responses, jot dow n observations, take notes on 
class discussions, experiment w ith different sty les and organizational choices, and engage in a variety  of drafting and rev ision 
activ ities. A ll these activ ities are important and w ill have an impact on y our development and success as academic w riters (and 
y our final grade).  
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W riting w ell depends upon reading w ell. T he course texts w ill provide y ou w ith ideas and arguments, facts and statistics. 
T hey  w ill prompt thought as y ou agree or disagree or qualify  those ideas. T hey  enlarge the context for our class discussion. 
A nd they  illustrate choices other w riters have made as they  composed. W riting and reading are interdependent practices, and 
y ou w ill move betw een the tw o regularly  throughout the course.  
 
Course Texts and Materials 

 
(available at both the U niversity  Bookstore and F ollett’s O range Bookstore) 
B lakesly , D avid &  Jeffrey  H oogeveen. W riting: A  Manual for the D igital A ge    
H imley , M argaret &  A nne F itzsimmons.  C ritical Encounters with Texts: Finding a Place to Stand, 5th ed. 
R osenw asser, D avid and Jill Stephen.  W riting A nalytically, 5th ed. 
A  collection of student w riting - Intertext 

Y ou should also be prepared to provide copies of y our w ork for every one in the class (or in y our peer response group) at 
various times during the semester. T hese can be xerox copies (C N Y  Printing and C opy  Services in M arshall Square M all, 
A lteracts, and the library  offer low  cost, self-serv ice copy ing) or additional copies printed out from y our computer. Plan on 
spending as much as $10 over the course of the semester.  

 

Feedback  
 
Y ou w ill receive many  different kinds of feedback during this course. Some w ill come from fellow  students and some w ill 
come from me. Both are important; they  tell y ou in various w ay s how  y our readers are responding to y our w riting. T his 
feedback w ill also help y ou learn how  to assess y our ow n w ork. 
 

 
 

Grading  
T he breakdow n is as follow s: 
 

U nit 1: jumpstart essay  10%  
U nit 2: analy sis essay  30%  
U nit 3: argument essay  30%  
C ourse invention w ork 30%  

 

Attendance and Participation 
 
W riting studios are courses in language learning, and language is learned in communities; therefore, it is essential that y ou 
attend class and participate.  A bsences and lack of preparation for class w ill affect y our classmates' w ork as w ell as y our ow n. 
T he w ork y ou do in class, the w ork y ou do to prepare for each class, is as important as any  polished assignment y ou turn in 
for a grade. In addition, our sy llabus is only  a projection and may  be subject to occasional changes and rev isions as it seem s 
appropriate, necessary , or just interesting. T hat is another reason w hy  y our attendance is v ital.  
 
If y ou must miss a class, y ou are responsible for w ork assigned. Please realize, how ever, that class time cannot be 
reconstructed or made up, and that y our performance, y our w ork, and y our final course grade w ill be affected by  absences. If 
y ou miss the equivalent of three w eeks of classes or more w ithout any  official documented excuse it is unlikely  y ou w ill pass 
the course. I don’t anticipate any  of y ou w ill be in that position, how ever, so let’s all agree to do the w ork, come to c lass, 
learn a lot, and make the course a meaningful experience.  
 

SU Email 

T o enhance student serv ices, the U niversity  w ill use y our Sy racuse email address for communications.  I w ill do so also.  
Please check y our SU  email on a regular basis.  If y ou have problems accessing y our email account, contact the H elp D esk at 
IT S at http:/ / its.sy r.edu/ . 

 
 
Blackboard 
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O ur course is loaded on blackboard, a U niversity  on-line teaching support sy stem. I w ill teach y ou how  to access our section 
of W R T  105 on blackboard, and w ill then expect y ou to be able to locate, dow nload, and link to a range of course materials 
w ith some regularity  throughout the semester. I w ill also contact y ou regularly  v ia the blackboard course listserv , w hich has 
already  been created using each student’s “sy r” email address. Please check y our sy r account at least once daily  throughout the 
fall. 
 T he url for blackboard is 
    http:/ / blackboard.sy r.edu 
O nce y ou access the main page y ou w ill be asked for y our user ID  and passw ord. T he follow ing is from the student help page 
of blackboard: 
 

O nce a student registers for a course that is using B lackboard, a student account is set up for them and 
they  are automatically  enrolled in the appropriate course(s). U sers login to B lackboard using their N etID  
and passw ord. Y our N etID  is the portion of y our SU  email that appears before the @sy r.edu. Y our N etID  
passw ord is also y our B lackboard passw ord. If you do not know what your NetID and password are, 

visit the ITS website at http:/ / its.sy r.edu/ netid/  to obtain this information. Y ou can also obtain this 
information by  calling 443-2677, or by  going to the Student C omputing Support C enter in y our 
dormitory . 

 

 
Use of Student Writing 

 
It is understood that registration for and continued enrollment in this course constitutes permission by  the student for the 
instructor to use any  student w ork constructed as a result of said enrollment in the course. 
 

Computer Use 
 

M ost of the w ork y ou do for this class w ill be handed in w ord processed. U se an easily  readable font, size 12 point. Include 
one inch margins and follow  the page lay out used by  the M L A  format described in y our handbook. 
 
W e w ill also be using email for contact outside class. U se email to contact me about y our coursew ork, to set up an 
appointment to meet w ith me outside class, or to ask a question.  
 
F inally , w e w ill be looking at a variety  of sites on the Internet at times during the course. Please let me know  if y ou have not 
had any  experience using a brow ser such as N etscape or E xplorer. 
 
W hile computers save us great amounts of time over ty pew riters and make corrections much simpler, they  are also 
susceptible to crashing and freezing. Save y our w ork frequently , alw ay s make backup copies, and plan y our projects w ith 
extra time allow ed for those inev itable glitches.  

 

Where to Find Help: The Writing Center 

E xperienced w riting consultants at the W riting C enter (101 H B  C rouse H all, on the Q uad) can teach y ou how  to succeed on 
indiv idual assignments and ultimately  become a better w riter. T hey ’re prepared to w ork one-on-one w ith y ou at any stage of 
y our process and w ith any kind of w riting y ou’re attempting w hile attending SU . W hether y ou need help understanding an 
assignment, brainstorming ideas, rev ising subsequent drafts, or developing editing strategies, face-to-face and online 
appointments are available for 25- or 50-minute sessions throughout the semester and can be reserved up to seven day s in 
advance v ia their online scheduling program, W C O nline. In addition, drop-in appointments are w elcome M onday  through 
T hursday  from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and brief concerns or questions can be emailed to consultants v ia the eW C . F or more 
information on hours, location and serv ices, please v isit http://w c.syr.edu. T his is a free resource to all students and highly  
recommended for every  assignment y ou w ork on in this class.  

 

Academic Integrity 

A ll w riting submitted for this course is understood to be y our original w ork. In cases w here academic dishonesty  is detected 
(the fraudulent submission of another's w ork, in w hole or part, as y our ow n), y ou may  be subject to a failing grade for the 

http://blackboard.syr.edu/
http://wc.syr.edu/
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project or the course, and in the w orst case, to academic probation or expulsion. F or a more detailed description of the 
guidelines for adhering to academic integrity  in the C ollege of A rts and Sciences, go to:  

http://academicintegrity.syr.edu 

Private is Public Statement 

  Part of becoming a good w riter is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is 
to come together as a community  of w riters.  R emember that y ou w ill often be expected to share y our scrutiny  or w hat y ou 
feel strongly  about w ith others.  U nless otherw ise noted, all of y our w ork in this class can, and often w ill, be discussed in 
class in front of y our peers.  Please refrain from w riting any thing y ou do not w ish to become public know ledge in y our 
essay s or any  other public assignments.   

 

Respect Statement 

A s w e may  confront several inflammatory  issues during the term, it is essential that w e behave as a community  in the 
classroom.  W hile y ou may  not agree w ith someone else’s v iew point, y ou also cannot legislate their truth.  T his means that it  
is not O K to demean someone's position based on sexual preference, race, ethnicity  or gender (or any thing else for that 
matter).  Please be respectful and tactful w ith all members of the class at all times.  T his does not mean that y ou are not 
entitled to an opinion but that y ou adopt positions responsibly , contemplating the possible effects of y our statements on 
others.   

 

Contacting Me 

If y ou are unable to meet w ith me during office hours, please see me before or after class or send me an email so that w e can  
arrange an appointment.  I expect y ou to accept a responsible role as a communicator in this class and to keep me informed 
about y our w ork, y our progress, y our questions, and y our problems.  Please do not hesitate to meet w ith me to talk about 
y our w ork several times during the semester, preferably  BEFORE y our grade is the central concern.  M y  office phone is 443-
8691; additionally , my  email address is jlew is04@sy r.edu. I w ill try  to respond to y our emails in a timely  fashion.  D uring the 
w eek (M onday -F riday ) I w ill do my  very  best to respond w ithin 24 hours of y our initial email.  O n the w eekends, I w ill 
respond w ithin 48 hours.   

Special Needs and Situations 

If y ou are a student w ith a disability  (e.g. phy sical, learning, psy chiatric, v ision, hearing, etc.) and think that y ou might need 
special assistance or special accommodation in this class or any  other class, please call the O ffice of D isability  Serv ices at 
315.443.4498 or email at odssched@sy r.edu.  Students w ho need special consideration because for any  other situation should 
make an appointment to see me right aw ay . 

mailto:Justin-lewis@utc.edu

